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Mantle cylindrical, with fins occupying about 50% of ML. Arm
sucker ring with 8-10 high, truncated teeth on distal margin.
Male left Arm IV hectocotylized: Sucker pedicels of distal half
transformed into papillae carrying rduced suckers on top. Lu-
minous organ present on ink sac. From northern tip of Honshu
southwards. The geographical differentiation of this form within
the vast range of U. edulis (see the next taxon for distribution
range) is not clear, but this form also occurs in the Gulf of
Thailand and a part of Australia.
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Large loliginid, commercially exploited in the West Pacific. Fins
rhombic reaching about 70% of ML with shallowly concave
posterior margin. Loligo kensaki Wakiya & Ishikawa, 1921 was
given this form. Every other characters agrees with those of
preceding form. Western Japan, southward to Southeast Asia and
northern Australian coast.
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