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Mantle short and dome-shaped. Fins rather large, single lobe
attains 60% ML. Ventral mantle surrounded by broad iridescent
belt. Arm subequal, with biserial suckers. Tentacular club with
minute suckers in 16 rows. Subcordate luminous organ situated
in mantle cavity. Excrete luminous cloud instead of black ink.
Middle Honshu, southward to
the Philippines, Taiwan, and the
Great Australian Bight. A large
population is occasinally taken by 4o
trawlers, such as below the shelf

in Suruga Bay.
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Resembling Sepiolina nipponensis having silver stripes along
lateral margin of mantle. Posterior portion of mantle somewhat
prolonged, mantle width to length 53-57% vs 79-99% in S.
nipponensis. Fins situated at about 40% anteriorly. Sympatric with
S. nipponensis, but separable from each other also by molecular
analysis. Kume Island, Okinawa, 372-565m depth.
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