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Transverse stripes on dorsal mantle distinct. Fins broad with
anterior margin slightly exceeding mantle free margin. Male
left Arm IV hectocotylized with 8-13 rows of reduced suckers in
middle of arm. Tentacular club with 5-6 rows of suckers, of which
central row are larger than

others. SW 30-40% SL, with
short spine and rather thick i

A

chitinous deposit. Mediter- so°
ranean Sea and European
coast, 50-100m depth.
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I3 A 7 Sepia (Sepia) hierredda Rang, 1835191 7%} Sepiidae
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FAO & () : Giant African cuttlefish
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This species has long been treated as a subspecies of the preced-
ing species. In fact, many characters including configuration of
hectocotylized arm and tentacle are very similar to each other.
However, this species is separable from S. officinalis in having
concave lateral margin in anterior half of cuttlebone, which is
narrower (particularly in male, SW being 30-37% SL) than the
preceding species. This species is distributed along the West
African coast between 21° N and 16°30°S, while S. officinalis lives
in further north, and S. vermiculata is distributed in further south.
Living about 120m depth.
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